The Secretary-General’s trip to Antarctica 
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Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, visited Antarctica to observe firsthand the growing danger of climate change on its melting glaciers.  In the past 50 years, the Antarctica has warmed and it has already shown signs of climate change. It has thus provided an appropriate destination for the Secretary-General, who has made climate change a priority issue during his term at the UN. 

Mr. Ban said Antarctica’s dramatic landscapes are “rare and wonderful” but at the same time are deeply disturbing since the ice is dramatically melting at a fast pace. He called the impact of climate change an “emergency” and called for urgent political action to tackle it.


The Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon offered some stark figures to highlight his points. For example, the glaciers on King George Island have shrunk by 10 per cent, while some in Admirality Bay have retreated by 25 kilometers. Additionally, the Larsen B ice sheet (which is the size of Rhode Island -87 Kilometers) has collapsed several years ago and has melted away within weeks. He warned that the Larsen phenomenon could repeat itself on a greater scale, thus the entire Western Antartic Ice Shelf (WAIS) is at risk. If large quantities of Antarctica’s ice were to melt, sea levels could rise catastrophically. “It is all floating ice, one fifth of the entire continent. If it breaks up, sea levels could rise by 6 meters or18 feet,” said Mr. Ban. He also indicated that 138 tons of ice is now being lost every year, mostly from the WAIS. 


Mr. Ban also pointed out other “deeply worrying signs”.  For example, the penguin populations of Chaberier Rock have declined by 57 per cent in the last 25 years. Furthermore, for the first time ever on King George Island, grass is growing and it rains rather than snows in the summer time. 


Mr. Ban stated that “these things should alarm us all. Antarctica is a natural lab that helps us understand what is happening to our world. We must save this precious earth, including all that is here. It is a natural wonder, but above all, it is our common home.”

                                                    --article by Seo Yoon Chang
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